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NRM Information Kit  

 

This information kit is intended 

to provide an understanding of:  
 

What is meant by Natural Resources 

Management or NRM  

 

The background to NRM in Australia  

 

The NRM structure in SAñHow all the 

NRM pieces fit together  

 

Acronyms, Boards, Plans, Committees 

and other NRM language  

 

How you and your community group 

can contribute to NRM  

 
Check the Conservation Council of South 

Australia (CCSA) website for more  

NRM information  

www.ccsa.asn.au   

 

What are Natural Resources ?  
 

 

 

 

Natural Resources include:  

Soil; 

Water resources;  

Geological features and landscapes;  

Native vegetation;  

Native animals and other native organisms and  

Ecosystems.  

 

 

Natural resources are critical in  

providing the basics for most of  

our food, clothes, building materials  

and absorbing our waste.  

  

What does Natural Resources 

Management (NRM) mean?  
 

Natural Resources Management (NRM) 

refers to the sustainable use and 

management of natural resources in an 

integrated  way (i.e. looking at all natural 

resources as part of a larger system), 

while providing for environmental, social 

and economic well -being (referred to as 

the Triple Bottom Line ) now and in the 

future.  

 

The effective management of our 

natural resources is essential for virtually 

all aspects of our lives. We all use natural 

resources, every day.  

Southern Emu Wren - MLR SEW Recovery Team 

http://www.ccsa.asn.au
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Decade of Landcare  

The Decade of Landcare was launched in the 1989 

Statement on the Environment  by the then Prime 

Minister Bob Hawke, after the National Farmers' 

Federation and the Australian Conservation 

Foundation made a joint proposal to the 

Commonwealth Government to act against land 

degradation.  

 

They emphasised the importance of self -help, relying 

largely on local community groups, within a 

framework that outlined the responsibilities of the 

Commonwealth, State and local governments.  

 

Natural Heritage Trust (NHT)  

The Natural Heritage Trust was established in 1997 by 

the Australian Government. Funding was made 

available by the Commonwealth Government 

through the NHT to conserve biodiversity, achieve 

sustainable use of natural resources and build 

community capacity across Australia, using 

community -based programs, such as Landcare. This 

funding was provided at community, regional and 

statewide and national levels.  

 

NHT 1, the first phase of the Natural Heritage Trust:  

Funded a range of environmental programs 

across Australia  

Continued Landcare and established 

Coastcare, Rivercare and Bushcare  

Invested $1.5B over five years  

   

NHT 2 began in 2002 and:  

Introduced funded environmental programs at 

a regional level  

Established 56 NRM regions across Australia - 

the NRM Regional Delivery Model  

Continued the four themes of Landcare, 

Coastcare, Rivercare and Bushcare  

Invested $3B plus $1.4B from the National 

Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality (NAP)  

Had bi -lateral agreements between states and 

Commonwealth to deliver regional program 

under agreed conditions and methods  

Expires June 2008 

 

NHT 3 will begin in July 2008 and:  

Continues the regional delivery model  

Will have new bi -lateral agreements in place  

Will invest $2B over five years (NHT and NAP)  

The NRM Regional Delivery Model  
56 NRM regions across Australia      

A brief background to NRM  


