
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 June 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Approvals and Wildlife Division 

Department for Environment, Water,  

Heritage and the Arts 

GPO Box 787 

Canberra, ACT, 2601 

Attention:  Senior Project Officer - Referrals 

Email: epbc.referrals@environment.gov.au 
 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Reference:  Heli Experiences/Tourism and recreation/North of Hanson Bay, 

Kangaroo Island/SA/Helicopter Joyflight Operation  
 

(Guy Maine – Helicopter Joy Flight Proposal – Allotment 4, Plan DP18009,  

 Hd. McDonald, Kangaroo Island, South Australia) 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Conservation Council of SA to object to the 

proposal by Mr Guy Maine of 14 Eva Street, Malvern (Development 

Application Number 520/238/09) to operate helicopter joy flights on allotment 

4, Plan DP18009, Hundred of Mc Donald. 

 

The Conservation Council of South Australia (CCSA) is South Australia's peak 

non-government community environment organization.  Formed in 1971, it is 

an umbrella group for 57 of the state's diverse environment groups, who 

collectively represent tens of thousands of individuals. 

 

Summary of proposed activity as per referral by applicant Mr. Guy Main; 

 



 

 
 

Clearly the proponent intends to conduct flights across and along coastal 

regions, which are zoned Conservation or Coastal Landscape under the 

Kangaroo Island Development Plan at an altitude less than 500m.  This 

proposal will impact on nationally threatened species and migratory species 

listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 

1999 (Cwth). 

 

The Conservation Council has consulted appropriately qualified experts within 

the membership of the Council, relevant researchers and local Kangaroo 

Island experts with specific knowledge about resident and migratory bird 

species. The Conservation Council is convinced that the proposed activities 

will impact directly on foraging and nesting birds to the extent that birds will 

be struck in flight and killed and also nesting activities and therefore breeding 

and recruitment will be severely reduced. 

 

Listed species (derived from the Bonn List) known to occur, either as residents 

or seasonally, within the proposed flight path (C.Baxter, T.E.Dennis and 

F.J.Vickery Pers comm.) that will be impacted include the following; 

 

Migratory 

Caspian Tern  

Curlew Sandpiper 

Eastern Curlew 

Greenshank 

Japanese Snipe 

Lewin’s Rail 

Red-necked Stint 

Sanderling 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

Sooty Albatross 

Southern Giant Petrel 

Wandering Albatross 

Whimbrel 

Threatened species 



Hooded plover 

Osprey 

Western whip-bird 

White-bellied sea eagle 

 

Supporting comment by relevant experts on conservation of the subject 

species;  

 

“Based on the major threats to the species, the long-term survival of the 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle in Australia depends primarily upon the retention of 

existing habitat (especially nesting habitat) and the protection of nesting sites 
from interaction with humans or human activity (Clunie 1994; Dennis & 

Lashmar 1996).” 

 

“The disturbance of nesting pairs by human activity can thus lower breeding 

success, and has been associated with some local population declines, for 

example, abandoned territories on the Eyre Peninsula and far west coast of 

South Australia were located in areas that had been developed for tourism or 

that contained recreational sites accessible by vehicles (Clunie 1994; Dennis 

& Lashmar 1996; Mooney & Brothers 1986).  Abandonment of nesting sites on 

Kangaroo Island also followed developments in the areas (Dennis & Baxter 

2006).” 

 

“Since 1971 all Australian raptors have been protected by legislation.  Care 

still must be taken to ensure their conservation, particularly as Peregrine 

Falcons are excitable birds and easily disturbed. They nest on spectacular 

cliffs that are also the preferred sites used by rock climbers, nature lovers and 

sightseers. The risk of disturbance to some Falcon pairs has also led to closure 

of some cliffs to the public during breeding season and nature trails and 

lookouts have also been moved to where they cause least disturbance.” 

(Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation website.) 

 

Clearly the proposal is associated with Southern Ocean Lodge where 

restrictions (emergencies operations only) have already been placed on 

helicopter operations as part of the development approval under the 

relevant South Australian Development Planning legislation.  In particular, 

reference should be made to decisions Gazetted on October 15 2009, which 

confirm the restriction of helipad use to 24 movements per calendar year, 

and define a specific flight path in which “flight paths over the coastline shall 

be avoided in all situations.” 

 

The activities proposed as detailed in the Referral of Proposed Action 

documentation must be determined as ‘unacceptable’. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Julie Pettett 

CEO 
 


