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The Conservation Council of South Australia (CCSA) is South Australia's peak non-government community environment organisation.  Formed in 1971, it is an umbrella group for around 55 of the state's diverse environment groups, who represent some 60,000 individuals.

CCSA is pleased to make a submission on Development application 989-553-2003 by Chappel Smallacombe JV for Retirement village, knowing that the City of Mitcham has a record of caring for the community and the environment. 

CCSA opposes this proposal for 98 apartments because it fails to meet metropolitan-wide, council-wide and residential foothills zone recommendations in the Development Plan, particularly in relation to:

· Removal of 5 significant trees

· Impairment of the natural scenic and historic character and amenity of the locality.

· It is unsympathetic to the adjoining Historic Conservation Zone and the nearby Hills Face Zone

· It will not provide for safe and efficient access by vehicles, pedestrians and others to the adjoining main road of Old Belair Road.

· The scale, bulk and form do not meet the objectives or desired character of the Zone.

· The Zone envisages low-density detached dwellings, not medium/high density flats in 5 blocks.

· The provision for car parking of both residents and visitors is grossly inadequate

· There is no special attention to solar energy (passive or cogeneration) storm water re-use, detention or purification.

· The development is overwhelmingly non-complying and at variance with the Development Plan.

CCSA is concerned that the proposal would be an inappropriate precedent in a low-density zone and permanently alter the character of Mitcham Historic Village. 

Wildlife populations using the significant trees in their movement between Brownhill Creek Recreation Park, Mitcham Reserve and the watercourse downstream would suffer detriment.

Recommendation:  The application be refused.
CCSA supports the submission of Marcus Beresford and the concerns that are raised in his submission.

CCSA seeks to have a representative heard whenever the Development Assessment Panel meets to consider this application. 

Jasemin Rose is the Conservation Council’s representative on this matter and can be contacted on 8380 5321 or jrose@ccsa.asn.au
120 Wakefield St
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